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Richard L mpkin and his namesake hall
By Ryan Meyer
Multimedia Reporter I@meyer_ryan_twt
On Nov. 27, 1990, Illinois's longest
serving governor James Thompson dedicated a new building that would hold Eastem's College of Business, nestled in between Kiehm and Coleman, to Richard
Lumpkin.
According to a university press release
from that day, Thompson said that facilities like the one he spoke of could provide Illinois with more prepared businessmen and women.
"In a business world that is constantly
becoming more competitive, it is imperative that young people entering the business world be more skilled and knowledgeable," Thompson said. "By providing highcaliber educational facilities and faculty,
the state helps to provide Illinois students
with an advantage. A better-educated, better prepared work force is just one advantage that Illinois receives in return."
Eastern's sixth president, Stan Rives, is
quoted in the same press release as saying
Lumpkin Hall would benefit generations
of Panthers.
"Today we dedicate a dream. This magnificent new home of the Lumpkin College
of Business provided by the people of Illinois for the education of students in the
d isciplines of accountancy and finance,
business education and admi nistrative information systems, computer and operation management, and management and
marketing. Generations of Eastern students will benefit from the investment in
the state-of-the-art facility," Rives said.
Richard Lumpkin, according to another
1990 Eastern press release, was the chairman of the Board of Illinois Consolidated Telephone Company and the chairman
of Consolidated Communications. In addition to having the building named after him, the year prior to the dedication
he was honored with a life-size bust in the
Tarble Arts Center, "in recognition of his
many years of support."
While Lumpkin didn't attend Eastern,
he supported the university through gifts
like the Lumpkin Foundation Fund, which
s~pported what at the time was srill called
the EIU School of Business.
Prior to the $6.23 million construction
of Lumpkin Hall, which has a gross square
footage of 58,580 feet , business students
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Lu 11pkin Hall is named after Richard Lumpkin, a man who supported Eastern through financial contributions. The building was named after
Lumpkin in 1990.

wer e going to class in six different buildings. The building also houses the School
of'ifechnology.
The press release details that the hall
wa being built with state money, but that
a oampaign called "Taking Care of Busine 1s" provided funds for "some furnishings
an~ eqwpment."
1~ May 6, 1989 university press release
qulotes Ted Ivarie, dean of the College of
B1.1isiness, as saying that while the state had
bel:n generous, the campaign, which aimed
to raise $500,000 before Sepe. 1 of that
yem, was necessary to completely furnish
thci bwlding.
•1 The State of Illinois has been generous
wi hin its own severe budgetary restrictiops in giving our building a high priority," Ivarie said. "However, the anticipated

equipment allocation indicates that we will
need an additional $500,000 to completely
furnish the building.n
The building was scheduled to be completed in the fall semester of 1990, and the
fundraising campaign had a deadline of
Sept. l of that year. The May '89 press release includes extensive details of the features that would become available to Eastem's business students.
"lvarie said the facility, sched uled for
completion by fall semester 1990, will
have two auditoriums, seven case study
rooms, four microcomputer laboratories,
70 faculty offices and academic advisement offices for undergraduate and graduate students," it reads. "It will also include
centers for enhancing Eastern 's Regional Business Services and interactive televi-

sion for hosting satellite broadcast conferences and originating long distance classroom instruction. The facility will contain lounges for student and faculty interaction."
In 2009, Lumpkin was one of four people to be inducted as lifetime members of
the Eastern Illinois University Foundation, along with former Illinois governor
Jim Edgar and his wife Brenda, and Burnham Neal.
According to the Oct. 2009 press release, "Lifetime membership is bestowed
upon individuals who have demonstrated
exceptional and significant support for the
university."
Ryan Meyer can be reached at 581-2812 or
rameyer@eiu.edu.

Eastern's 3rd! president, 2nd sitting president
By Kyara Morales-Rodriguez
Associate News Editor I@kyaranainette
To Eastern students. faculty and staff,
Buzzard is the building between the Tarble
Arts Center and the Doudna Fine Arts Center, the building where students go to learn
the skills they need for careers in education,
communication and journalism.
This particular hall is named after Robert G. Buzzard, who, according to a 2006
Daily Eastern News story, "saw everything
from conference championships in football,
basketball and baseball to making a push for

ge~1eral education in the late '40s."
l uzzard was Eastern's third president and
se1ond sitting president, due to the universitJ 's first president, Samuel M, Inglis, dying~before officially assuming office. Buzzari8 served as president from 1933 to 1956.
F rior to being Eastern's president, Buzza~~ taught for two years at Northern Illinojs University and was the head of the depa~ unent of geography-geology at Illinois
Sd e University &om 1922 to 1933.
~uzzard's history at Eastern began with
his wife, Irene Couchman Buzzard. Accordin& to a 2006 Eastern press release, Couch-

man Buzzard graduated from a two-year
course at Eastern in 1916, back when it
was known as Eastern Illinois State Normal
School.
Years later, the family moved ro Charleston when Buzzard became president of the
university.
"Charleston was their life, and Eastern
Illinois University was certainly their life,"
J ohn Buzzard, the former president's eldest
son said in the press release.
According to a 2016 ForeverEI U history issue, with the arrival of Buzzard in 1933
"came campus expansion and beautification

and a new vision for the institution."
During his time as Eastern's president,
many changes happened to Eastern's campus
that helped the university move forward.
In 1934, Saturday classes were dropped
and replaced with a Monday-through-Friday
program. Also with the end of World War
II in 1945, an overflow of srudents came to
Eastern.
Buzzard's vision for the university was for
it to evolve from a teacher-training facility
co one that also includes non-teaching degree programs.
BUZZARD, page 3
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SPRINGFIELD - Lawyers for
the General Assembly's Democratic leaders filed documents in
federal court Wednesday denying that newly drawn state legislative district maps amount to racial
gerrymandering, instead accusing
the plaintiffs in the three lawsuits
of trying to use race to redraw districts for their own purposes.
Wednesday's filings are the
Democrats' response to proposed
changes in the district maps submitted last week by Republican
leaders, a Latino advocacy group
in C h icago and Black civil rights
groups in the Metro East region.
A three-judge federal court
panel in Chicago is scheduled to
hear oral arguments in the three
separate cases starting Tuesday,
Dec. 7.
The new maps will determine
how communities across the state
are represented in the General Assembly in Springfield for the next
10 years.
Due in large part to the pandemic, t h e U.S. Census Bureau
did n ot release official, detailed
numbers from the 2020 census
until mid-August. Lawmakers
then called a special session to adjust the initial maps they had approved in the spring - maps that
were based on population estimates from survey data - an d
passed a new set of maps Aug.
31 . Pritzker signed them into law
Sept. 24.
Among other things, the census
numbers showed Illinois had lost
population overall since the 20 l 0
census. But there had been a substantial increase in the state's Latino population while Black and
white populations both declined.
In separate suits, Republican
leaders and the Mexican American
Legal Defense and Educational
Fund, or MALDEF, both argued
that despite the growth in the Latino population, the new maps acruall y reduce the number of districts in which Latinos make up
a majority, or a large plurality, of
t he voting age population. They
argued that violates both the U.S.
Constitution and the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965 .
In another suit, the East St.
Louis Branch of the NAACP,
along with the NAACP's state
chapter and the United Congress
of Comm unity and Religious Organizations, argu ed that in tlie
Metro East a rea, concentrated areas of Black voters were split into
t hree separate H ouse districts
solely for tlie purpose of protecting whi te Democratic incu mbents.

,
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The U.S. federal courthouse in Chicago w ill be t he site of oral arg uments beginning Dec. 7 in a case involving
challenges to t he recent ly-passed legislative red istricting maps in Illinois.

All three suits name Senate
President Don Harmon, of Oak
Park, H ouse Speaker Emanuel
"Chris" Welch, of Hillside, a nd
the Illi nois State Board of Elections as defendants.
In their court filing Wednesday,
however, lawyers for the Democratic leaders denied any constitutional or legal violation.
"The September Redistricting Plan ... protects minority voting strength and provides Hispanic and Black voters more than an
equal opportunity to elect candidates of their choice," their brief
states. "The chree plaintiffs have
failed ro provide evidence to support otherwise and have not demonstrated that the September Redistricting Plan violates the Voting Rights Act or the U.S. Con. .
snrunon.
Earlier this month, the three
sets of plaintiffs submitted their
proposed revisions to the maps.
MALDEF proposed ch anges in
the Chicago area that would create 10 largely-Latino districts in
the Chicago area, while Republicans proposed creating an 11 rh
Latino district in Auro ra.
The NAACP plaintiffs and the
Repub licans both proposed redrawing the Metro East regio n to
create a largely-Black House district in East St. Louis.
In th eir response Wednesday,
however, the Democratic leaders
argue that n o ne of those proposals overlap w ith each oth er and
))

that each wo uld have ripple effects that would affect neigh boring districts that have not been
contested.
"In other wo rds, plaintiffs have
proposed three competing remedial plans, with no proposal for reconciling the differences," attorneys for the Democrats wrote.
In northwest Chicago, rhe
Democrats argue, the proposed
MALDEF plan wo uld create one
Latino Senate d istrict and three
Latino House districts by reconfiguring districts that are already
Latino majority districts while at
rhe same time reducing Latino influence in another Senate district
that has elected a Latino since
2003.
They argue that the proposed
changes were based entirely on
race and that the plaintiffs "do
not even attempt to articulate anoth er reason for their proposed
changes."
The Republican proposal, Democrats argue, "purports to fix a racial gerrymander on the northwest
side by itself racially gerryman dering Latinos in and out of d istricts and politically gerrymandering throughout the region."
Further, t hey argue, the GOP
p lan "moves popu lation in an d
o u t of neighboring districts co
benefit th e Republican incumbent in (H ouse D istrict) 20 (Rep.
Bradley Stephens) and give th e
Republicans a bettor opportu n ity
to win HD 48 and H D 56."

I n southwest Chicago, Democrats argue, lawmakers tried to
balance a number of competing
requests from different communities, including a request to establish an Asian American influence
district in rhe area known as Chinatown as well as a Latino district
in the neighboring area known as
Little V illage.
" T he General Assembly, understanding the different political factions in this area, worked
to carefully balance the interest of
progressive and moderate factions
in separate Senate and House districts to reduce political infighting among Latino groups," lawyers for the Democrats wrote.
Io the Metro East region, the
Democrats said they "do not dispute that partisanship played a
central role in drawi ng these districts."
"As the region has become more
politically polarized, the Democrats in the General Assembly prioritized p rotecting the Democratic members elected in Republican
southern Illinois, including t he
preservarion o f rwo districrs that
have elected Black Democrats for
more than 40 years," they wrote.
Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan news service covering state government and distributed
to more than 400 newspapers statewide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois Press Foundation and the Robert
R. McCormick Foundation.
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» BUZZARD
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
In 1947, Eastern's name changed to Eastern Illinois State College, and, according
to the 2016 history issue, "Before Dr. Buzzard completed his tenure, Eastern was authorized to grant degrees in non-teaching
fields."
One of his objectives as president was for
the university to grow by building new facilities.
In 1938, the Health Education Building
was built and later renamed Lantz Gym in
1953 after Charles Lantz, who was the director of athletics at Eastern for 42 years.
Lantz Gym was later renamed to McAfee
Gym in 1965 after Florence McAfee, the
head of the women's physical education
program from 1935 to 1962. Residence
halls, Lincoln and Douglas Hall, were also
completed during his presidency.
The Physical Science Building and the
then-under-construction Buzzard Hall were
also built during Buzzard's presidency.
According to a 2008 Eastern press release
about Buzzard's son, Charles Buzzard, donating to Booth Library a scrapbook compiled by the former president, Buzzard also
oversaw the original construction of Booth
Library from 1948 to 1950.
According to the press release, "the decision to build it so far south of campus was
controversial."
Allen Lanham, the dean of library services in 2008, said that in retrospect, the decision was brilliant, "as the campus has grown
around the building, making it a central lo. "
canon.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE KEEP

Black and white photograph of President Robert Guy Buzzard, seated at his desk and signing diplomas. Date of photograph is approximate.
Buzzard served as president of Eastern Illinois University from 1933 to 1956.

The press release also says that the ideals
Buzzard stood for remain in place at Eastern today: "small class sizes, accessibility to
education, and the importance of graduates
going out and making their communities
better places to live."

lth

"His vision was for a university that
would serve southeastern Illinois ... so
that their children could grow up and have
an education, because the way to grow is
through education," Charles Buzzard said.
"The whole concept was he wanted south-

eastern Illinois to become a better place for
families to live - all those little towns and
the farms in between."
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez can be reached at
581-2812 or knmora/esrodriguez@eiu.edu.
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GRAPHIC BY CORRYN BROCK

Eastern's Naming Committee are tasked with reviewing (left to right) former Illinois Governor Edward Coles, former Eastern student and Tuskegee Airman Major Charles B. Hall, former Eastern
student and former University President Louis V. Hencken, community members Ona and Kenneth Norton, Eastern's first Black student Zella Powell and former Eastern professor William Ridgeway.

STAFF EDITORIAL

Research Douglas Hall naming replacements
Eastern's Naming Committee has begun the
process of reviewing names suggested by University President David Glassman for their suitability.
As the committee begins to do their research,
do not be afraid to do your own research.
While we at the Daily Eastern News are confident the committee will do their due diligence
in this pro=, there is nothing wrong with learning more about Eastern's history and the people
Glassman believes could be worthy of naming
honors at Eastern.

Quote of the Day:

The line up consists of former Illinois Governor
Edward Coles, former Eastern student and Tuskegee Airman Major Charles B. Hall, former Eastern student and former University President Louis
V. Hencken, community members Ona and Kenneth Norton, Eastern's first Black student Zella Powell and former Eastern professor William
Ridgeway.
Each of these individuals are certainly worthy
of naming honors at Eastern and would better
represent Eastern and its values better than Ste-

phen Douglas does.
Among them are a man who fought for abolishing slavery, the first Black man to shoot down
a Nazi plane, a man who dedicated his career to
Eastern and its students, a couple who open their
homes to Black students at Eastern, a woman who
came from a Black pioneer family to become Eastern's first Black graduate and a man who worked
to help Black students at Eastern and helped create Eastern' s first Black fraternity.
One of o~ campus' greatest faults is not know-

ing enough about our history and who Eastern
has chosen to honor throughout the years. Don't
let that happen as the committee takes steps to
given Eastern a name that would uuly honor
Eastern and its values.
Eastern deserves the best representation, be a
part of making sure former, current and future
students get what they deserve.
e maJority opinion o
he Daily Eastern News.

"...The University community is committed to diversity and inclusion and fosters opportunities for student-faculty scholarship and applied learning experiences within a student-centered cam us culture ...
Eastern's mission statement
II

COLUMNS

Howard University students protesting inspiring
For over a month, students protested at Howard University, one of the most prestigious HBC Us in the country, demanding improved living
conditions in dorm rooms.
The protest was also held to address the low
availability of affordable housing, how the university's COVID-19 response did not go far enough
and the lack ofstudent representation in the university's d ecision-making. More than l 00 stud ents camped outside the university's Armour J.
Blackburn University Center, with dozens living
in tents, partaking in the longest sit-in protest in
Howard's history.
This protest began in October, when Howard
students took to social media to ex.pose the university's horrible living conditions. The conditions in
these dorm rooms were nor just unsafe, they were
unlivable. Howard students told reports of the air
conditioning not working in the residence halls
during the hottest days of the semester. Reports
of mold were found in the dorm rooms, caus-

ing students to become
Or where all the money the
ill. There were reports of
university has goes if not to
mice, roaches, flooding,
ensure students are receivcrum bling ceilings ingagoodeducationandare
just absolutely horrible
safe while living on campus.
living conditions.
Seeing a university as prestiThe students demandgious as Howard University
ed information on where
neglect its students in such
the money they pay for
a manner shocked me. I e,chousing is going, a town
pect a university as respected
hall with the university's
and well funded as that one
president, voting rights for
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez to listen to its srudents' consrudents on the board of trustees and amnesty for cerns and have resources ready for when they need
students participating in the protest.
help.
After 34 days of protesting, the students were
In fact, I e,cpect all universities to listen to Stuable to reach an agreement with university officials dents' concerns, after all, we are the ones spending
about two weeks ago.
thousands of dollars for higher education at their
Watching this series of events unfold over the institutions. If we are spend ing that much monpast month, I could not help but wonder how the ey, we should have our vdices heard on issues that
university administrators could see students pro- matter to us, because quire frankly, universities are
testing that long without doing anything about it. nothing without their students.

If there is anything I want people ro take away
from this situation is that us college students matter, and we should feel like we matter to our universities.
I found Howard students' work inspiring and
was glad that they reached an agreement. I hope
that the agreement they reached leads to better living conditions for Howard srudenrs. No student
should have to endure those living conditions, and
I am glad those students came together to address
this major issue.
I also hope that seeing these students protest for
better living conditions, and see resulrs due to all
their hard work, inspires students across the nation
to fight their universities for what they need.
Those students show that we can be so powerfuJ
when we come together to fight for what's right.
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez is a senior English major.
ShecanbereachedatS81-2812orknmora/esrodriguez@eiu.edu.

Vaccination rates show disparities with developing countries
A COVID-19 variant, called the omicron variant, has been discovered in a few countries reo:ntly. This variant has been seen in cases in South Africa and surrounding countries, along with a few
European countries and Australia. This has led
to a U.S. travel ban to and from southern Africa. 1l1e discovery of the new variant adds co thl"
general uneasiness about this pandemic. It's bet:n
nearly two years since the U.S. has gone on its initial lockdown, and been a full rwo years since the
first case was discovered in China.
We're at a point where we're meant to live regular lives and go through a pandemic at the same
time. There have been several points in the past
months that we talked about "getting back to normal." but with the continued discovery of new
varianrs, it may be time to consider that we may
never get back to normal.
Ir was pretty recently that ch ildren were ap-

Editorial Board
orryn Brock

Helena Edwards

you consider economic disproved for the vacparities as well.
cine and a good porAs much criticism there is
tion of the U.S. populaof the United States healthtion is still unvaccinatcare system, we have the aded. 1 think mosr vaccivantage of having free COnated people have some
VID-1 9 vaccines available
frustration~ with those
co us across the country.
who have yet to be vacThe first cases of the omicinated, but it's imporcron
variant were found in
tant to comider the privSouth Africa. This is unsurileges we have at our vacprising when you compare
cination rare being what
Destiny Blanchard
this to the fact that less than
it is now. There are many
countries that are unable to distribute vaccina- 30 percent of the country is vaccinated. Until we
tions at the same speed and distribution levels as see higher vaccination rates globally. it can only be
the United States, resulting in the high likeness in expected that more variants appear, regardless of
COVID-19 variants to develop there. The dispar- how much rravel is restricted between countries.
Historically, the general health and safety of
ities berween which counrries have high vaccination rares and those that do not are clear w hen a population have only been prioritized in rhe

countries with decent economic conditions, western counrries, and European countries. The countries whose health safety has been downplayed
tend ro be those who are developing, especially
those with maJoriry black or brown populations.
This is seen in counuies such as South Africa,
Ethiopi..t. Nigeria, and Kenya who have the lowest
vaccination rares relative ro the rest of the world.
I think that until the global vaccination rates are
much higher. we will never get be rid of this pandemic. Ir may be time for our attention ro be redirected roward helping the countries who are unable to get their vaccinations up, rather than continuing to alter the way we live to accommodate
the pandemic.

Destiny Blanchard is a senior management major.
Shecanbereachedat581-2812oratdblanchard@
eiu.edu.
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A deeper look into the potential

Douglas Hall name replacements
By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief I@corryn_brock

Governor Edward Coles

Eastern's N aming Committee is
tasked with reviewing a list of individuals who Douglas Hall could
be potentially renamed after.
The individuals being considered are former Illinois Governor Edward Coles, former student
athlete and Tuskegee Airman Captain Charles B. Hall, former University President Louis V. Hencken, community members who assisted students with housing Ona
and Kenneth Norton, Eastern's
first Black student Zella Powell
and former life sciences professor
and Director of Afro-American
Studies William Ridgeway.

Governor Edward Coles

Major Charles B. Hall

Louis V. Hencken

Ona and Kenneth
Norton

Zella Powell

Edward Coles was native Virginian and served as Illinois' second Governor from 1822 to 1826.
Edward Coles was a member of
one of the First Families of Virginia, prominent and wealthy
families who were descendants
of English colonists. He was the
youngest maJe child of John Coles
and Rebecca Tucker.
When his father died , Ed ward Coles inherited around 20
slaves and a 782-acre plantation.
Once the estate was serried, Edward Coles was m et with resistance from his family when h e announced his intentions to emancipate the enslaved people.
Coles emigrated to lllinois in
1819 bringing his inherited slaves
and wealth with him, according
co the Madison County Historical Society.
Beyond freeing the majority of
slaves he inherited, Edward Coles
also provided employment and
ocher ongoing support. It is the
general belief that some of the enslaved people went separate ways
on the path to Illinois and one
family remained in slavery while a
debt was paid so that che family's
basic needs would be met.
Starting in college and throughout his adult life, Edwards Coles
was an advocate for emancipation.
During his time as Governor of Illinois, Edward Coles called on the
legislature ro abolish slavery in Illinois and recommended the 1819
11linois Black Code be revised.
As pro-slavery gro ups advocated for Illinois to full y legalize
slavery, Edward Coles "distributed antislavery literature, wrote articles for the ' Illinois In telligence r, ' and sp e n t large sum s of his
own mo ney to ens ure the defeat
o f the referendum," according to
t h e Madiso n County Historical
Society.
Addi tionally, Coles spent five
years as the secretary co former
U.S. President James Madison.

Captain Charles 8. HaJI

William Ridgeway

Charles B. Hall was born in
1920 and was raised in Brazil, Indiana.
After graduating from high
school in 1938 , Hall went on
to atten d Eastern Illinois Srate
Teachers College on scholarship.
H all was a pre-med major.
H all was a srar on the football
and rrack reams for two years before leaving Eastern to en list in
the Army Air Corps.
H all wen t to the Tuskegee ln-

stitute co be trained for his service
in World War II. H e was one the
first 43 Black Americans to participate in the training at the institute.
On July 2, 1943 , Hall became
the first Black American combat
fighter to shoot down an enemy
aircraft.
Hall was quoted in the "Times"
explaining what led up to him
shooting down a Nazi plane and
what took place directly after.
"It was my eighth mission, but
it was the first time I had seen the
enemy close enough to shoot at.
r saw two Focke-Wulf's following the Mitchells just after the
bombs were dropped . I headed
for the space between the fighters and the bombers and managed
to turn inside the J erries .. .I fi red
a long burst and saw my tracers
penetrate the second aircraft. He
was turning to the left, but suddenly fell off and headed straight
into the groun d," Hall said. "I
followed him down and saw him
crash. He raised a big cloud of
dust."
His military action earned Hall
the Distinguished Flying Cross,
making him the first Black Am·erican to receive the honor.
Hall went on to down three
more enemy planes before the end
of his service and fl ew I 9 8 missions over Africa, Italy and parts
of Europe. Towards rhe end of his
military service, HaJl spent a year
on a war bond drive.
Hall then moved to Chicago co
work as an insurance agent, later relocating to Oklahoma City
ro work at Tinker Air Force Base
and the Federal Aviation Administration.

University President Louis V.
Hencken
Louis V. Hencken earned his
undergraduate degree from East ern in 1967. He was a member of
Beta Sigma Psi, Gamma Delta and
Circle K International while an
undergraduate student.
Hencken began his career at
Eastern as a residence hall counselor at Douglas Hall , moving
through the ranks as associate and
assistant director of housing, director of housing, associate vice
president for student affairs, vice
president for student affairs, interim atheletic director, eventualJy
leading to him being named university president in 2 001.
H e served as president un t il
2007 .
H en cke n h as multiple awa rds
named in his honor, including the
Lou is V. H encken Alumni Service Award, che Louis V. H encken
Housing Service Scholarship and
the Lou and Man Kay Hencken
Scholarship.
·
·
Addirionally, Easrern's chapter
of the National Residence Hall
Honorary is named afte r Hencken.
Hencken received support on
the Daily Eastern News Facebook
post sharing the names the commirtee is tasked wi rh reviewing.
"Given Lou Hencken's lifelong
dedication co not only t h e University, but co housing specificallr, there is no better choice
in my mind to rename the residence Hencken Hall," Stacy Rowan, a 2017 graduate of rhe College Scudent, Affai rs ma~ter's p ro-;

gram, said.
" I ' m so exc ited to (see) Lou
Hencken on the list," Kaylia Eskew, a 201 4 graduate, said.

Ona and Kenneth Norton
Ona and Kenneth "Crackers"
Norton were residents of Charleston who opened their home to
Black athletes who were unable to
secure housing on campus.
Ona Norton and Kenneth Norton both came from well-known
Coles County families; Ona Norton coming from the Stoner family of Charleston and Kenneth
Norton coming from rhe Norton family of Mattoon, his father
being a prominent barber in the
area.
When the couple married in
19 l 3, they carried on their families' traditi o n of being wellknown in the community. Ke n neth Norton worked as a shoe
shiner in various barbershops and
Ona Norton held employment
at Edman's Bus Station and the
C harleston Country C lub, as well
as operating a beauty salon where
she is believed to have given the
first permanent wave in Charleston.
In che 1950s, former Eastern
football coach Ralph Kolh asked
the couple to open their home to
Black athletes who could nor find
housing on campus, which turned
into operating multiple homes for
Black men and women to live in
while attending Eastern.
Ona Norton was named the
1967 Woman of the Year by the
Charleston Chamber of Commerce and has a scholarship in her
name for Black students at Eastern.

Zella Powell
Zella Powell was Eastern' s first
Black graduate in 1910.
Powell was a member of the
prominent Powell family of Mattoon, being born to John Powell
and Victoria Barr Powell.
Powell's family is considered to
be a pioneer family of Mattoon
and her father was the first child
to be born in Mattoon.
Though the family was wellknown, Powell' s granddaughter,
Stephanie Wright Griggs, said
they were a typical middle- class
family.
Wright Griggs created a traveling exhibit, Picture Perfect: Zella's
Traveling Scrapbook, to showcase
h er family's life.
W right G riggs said she does nor
know the specifics of her grandmother's life in college, but she
has t h ought abouc what it must
have been like for her grandmother being Eastern's firsr Black student.
"You know. I wish I 'd asked her.
I wa s coo young to know that at
the time. You know, we all have
desires to go back in time and talk
about it. I mean, she was ill and
I was 13. When we were you nger
she talked about it, bur she talked about it in passing because. I
mean, Black people did not disc uss rhose stories, the struggle.
because they weren't reallr sure
how they'd be pe rceived by the
framework. And a lot of times,
they did not want to sh are that
burden. And I'll tu rn arou nd and
say I don't know th at was a bur-

den for my grandmoth er's to th{
extent of some, but I know it had
to be," Wright Griggs said. "Because on one hand, I looked at
the fact she basically grew up in a
pretty predominancly white comm unity. So she had a different
sense of expectations, just havin~
lived in that environment versu1
people who weren't in that environment."
After graduating, Powell taught
in Mattoon before moving to Chicago to teach, where she spent
much of her life and met her husband Albert Lovett.
The couple had one daughter,
Louise, who later married C harle! ,..
H. Wright, a Detroit d octor,
founder of the Charles H. Wright
Museum of African American
History and civil rights activist.
Powell's granddaughters, Wright
Griggs and Dr. Carla Wright went
on to be the CEO of Provident
Hospital in Chicago and a medical doctor respectively.

William T. Ridgeway
William Ridgeway came to
Eastern in 1966 as a Zoology professor and in the early 1970s became the Director of Afro-American Studies.
Ridgeway came to Eastern witha Ph.D. from the University ol
Missouri at C olumbia. He was the
third Black professor at Eastern.
One of his longest-lasting impacts at Eastern was his part in
the founding of the Zera Nu·
Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
Being a member of che Beta Phi
chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Ridgeway wrote re
Lawrence Young on Oct. 23, 1968
co share his interest in starting a
chapter at Eastern.
The chapter received their charter on January 25, 1969. Originally the Thera Nu chapter, Eascern's chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc. was later renamed
Zeta Nu.
The Zeta Nu chapter of Al pha
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc . was th(
first Black fraternity to be founded at Eastern.
Upon Ridgeway's death in
2015, the chapter's advisor DeMarlon Brown spoke to the heaV}
influence Ridgway had on th<
Zeta Nu chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., saying Ridgeway was instrumenta l in th<
founding of the chapter at Eastern.
Brown said Ridgeway's dedicat ion to the cha p te r did no t en d
with his retirement.
"Even with h is age, he n ever stopped," Brown said. "He wa1
a brother's brother and he didn't
want us to just be better Alpha
men, but better men in general.
And the best way co reach us is tc
be an example of it."
Brown said Ridgeway was a
powerful figure for students.
"He gave us tl\e feeling that W{
could conquer, just based off what
he did," Brown said. "He set t h{
tone fo r all of us and anythin~
less than thar would be a waste."
Eastern's Naming Commirree'1
next meeting is ten ta tively sched uled for Dec. 15 ar noon.

Corryn Brock can be reached at581 ·
2812 or atdeneic@gmail.com.
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Katie Frankovich, a freshman communication disorders and sciences major, laughs because Abraham Ortiz, a freshman television and video production major, didn't hit the ball hard enough to
get it over the net Sunday night after coming back from break.
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Barnes looking to grow during offseason
By Nick Bays
Women's Soccer Reporter I@DEN_Sports
After another year of competitive
play, Eastern's Women's Soccer Team
wrapped up play after an OVC tournament appearance that saw them
bounced in a close first-round loss.
The season is over, and now the
players are getting back to work to
prepare for the 2022 campaign.
Any team's off-season provides a
time for reflection and for growth.
The Panthers have a lot to reflect
on this year. After showing promise
throughout the year, they were able
to do just enough to make it in the
OVC tournament with a 2-5-1 conference record.
Junior forward Zenaya Barnes
said she was happy with the team's
performance this season.
"I am so proud of our team for
making it that far into the season,"
Barnes said. "Making the playoffs
isn't an easy thing to do but we were
able to come together and make it
happen. Overall, I think we have
grown so much as a team from possessing the ball, to being confident
on the ball and leaving it all on the
field till the 90th minute."
Eastern did play with a multitude
of first-year and sophomore players in their last campaign. They'll be
looking to continue the growth of
every player and have the older players truly come into their form.
"I think we all are happy with
how much we have grown," Barnes
said. "But we know ou r potential
and know that we can do so much
more."
With Eastern being featured in
the OVC tournament consistently over the past few years, the focus

FILE PHOTO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

East ern forward Zenaya Barnes boots the ball downfield in Eastern's 3-0 w in over Illinois Springfield Aug. 22 at Lakeside Field. Barnes had an assist and
three shots in the game w ith one shot on goal.

is about improving and developing
in whatever ways possible to become
one of the OVC's top contenders.
"There's always something to
work on especially with the game of
soccer and we're all ready to get back
to work for next season," Barnes
said. "This off-season we are going
to continue to focus on the big and
small details that are going to make
us better players... we focus on big
and small details to get better."
While the team is looking to develop as a whole, Barnes is specifically looking to get back into top
playing form. Although Barnes was
named to All-OVC honors for her
goal contributions this year, she did

suffer a knee injury that kept her out
for the final pan of the season.
"My focus for ch is off season is
recovering and raking care of my
knee," Barnes said. "Ir's going co
rake a lot of grind physicaHy and
mentally, but I know it'll be worrh
it when I step back on the field with
my ream!"
Even though the off season is a
rime for improvement, reflection,
and development, there's still rime
for fun.
"The off-season is also a good
time to have fun and just enjoy the
game without any pressure," Barnes
said. "Bring able to play a sport with
people who have the same love of

the game as you do is an awesome
feeling."
Both Barnes and Panthers head
coach Jake Plant have ech oed th e
ideology of player development and
have both expressed their satisfaction with the ream's attitude and
passion. The confidence both have
in the team portrays the possibility
of a bright, promising, and competitive future for the Panthers.
For Barnes, that future will include Eastern finding the back of the
net more often.
"With chis ream, I feel like we
will be able to score a lot more in
games and just become strong overall players," Barnes said. "My per-

sonal goal and team goals are to get
healthy, score more goals, and make
it past the first round of the playoffs."
Time will tell whether this promising future comes to fruition. However, Panther spirits seem to be high
this off-season. The attitude to grow
and get better reflect that of a team
who wants to compete at the high est level. The 2022 campaign looks
to be an exciting one fo r this Panther squad.
Nick Bays can be reached at 5812812 or ntbays@eiu.edu.
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Panthers compete in Hawai'i tournament
By Adam Tumino

Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
The Eastern women's basketball
team spent its Thanksgiving weekend in The Aloha State, playing in
the University of Hawai'i Tournament.
The Panthers entered the tournament with a 4-0 record to start
the season but lost to host Hawai'i
on Friday for their first loss of the
season.
They then played Go nzaga on
Saturday and Utah on Sunday, a
pair of teams that received votes
in the most recent Coaches Poll
for Division I. Eastern lost both
games.
Going back to the Hawai'i game
Friday, the Panthers fell behind
early. Hawai'i opened the game on
a 10-0 run and outscored Eastern
20-8 in the first quarter.
The Panthers were able co
bounce back a bit in the second
quarter, outscoring the Rainbow
Wahine 16-13 in the period.
Unfortunately for the Panthers,
the third quarter unfolded much
like the first, with Hawai'i outscoring them 21-12. Hawai'i won
by a final score of71-S0.
The Panthers were able to force
21 turnovers in the game, marking the fifth-straight game to start
the season in which the Panthers
forced more than 20 turnovers.
They were led by freshman
guard Julia Bengston with 3 steals
off the bench. After scoring a career-high 13 points in the Panthers' win against Oakland on
Nov. 22, Bengston led the team
with 12 points against Hawai'i.
She shot 6-of-10 from the field
in the game.
Also in double figures for the
Panthers was junior guard Lariah
Washington with 10 points. Senior
forward Abby Wahl added 9 points
and a team-high 6 rebounds.
Hawai'i had four players in double figures, led by forward Amy
Atwell with 16 points.
Freshman Nnen n a Orji had
l 0 points and l 0 rebounds while
shooting 5-of-5 from the field.

J
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Freshman guard Julia Bengston drives around a defender in transition during Eastern's double-overtime win
against Evansville on Nov. 20 in Lantz Arena. ·

After the loss, Eastern had to
play a Gonzaga team Saturday that
beat Utah 89-71 the day before.
The game started similarly for
the Panthers as their game against
Hawai'i, with the Bulldogs opening the game on a 9-0 run.
The first and third quarters were
once agai n an issue for Eastern,
with the Bulldogs outscoring them
50-30 in chose two quarters com-

bined.
Eastern was only outscored 2423 in the second and fourth quarters combined.
The Panthers once again won
th e turnover battle, forcing 15
Gonzaga turnovers while only
turning it over eight times themselves, but they were only able to
score 7 points off those turnovers.
Eastern did shoot well from

three-point range as a team, going
10-of-22 from deep, but only shot
10-of-42 on two-point attempts.
Wah l led the team with 13
points while senior guard Kira
Arthofer recorded 6 points, S rebounds, S assists and 2 steals.
The Bulldogs were led by twin
guards Kaylynne and K ayleigh
Truing with 17 and 11 points respectively. They shot a combined

I 0-of-13 from th e field and 8-ofl 0 from three.
O n Sun day against Utah, a
dominant first quarter from Utes
was the difference.
Utah outscored Eastern 34-12
in the opening peroid, in cluding
a 16-0 run fro m the U tes to open
the game, making it three-straigh t
games for the Panthers where their
opponents open ed the game with
an extended scoring run.
Eastern outscored Utah 6559 the rest of th e way, but lost
the game 9 3-77. It was the most
points th e Panthers have allowed
since their game agai n st Northwestern on Dec. 1 0, 2020, in
which they also allowed 93 points.
For the third-straight game in
the tournament, the Panthers won
the turnover battle. They forced
18 Utah turnovers and turned it
over 15 times.
Washington led the Panthers
with 17 points on 6-of-9 shooting
from the field.
Bengston scored in double figures for the third time in four
games, setting a new career high
with 16 points off the bench.
She shot 6-of-8 from the field
and 3-of-4 from three while adding a team-high 4 rebounds. She
also played a team-high 30 minutes.
Senior guard Jordyn Hughes
scored 14 points and Arthofer added 11 to go along with S assists.
Freshman forward Jenna Johnson led Utah with 22 points and 6
rebounds, both game highs, in j ust
18 minutes of play.
The Panthers will be back in the
lower 48 states for the foreseeable
future and will play in the Compass Tournament on Dec. 3 and
Dec. 4.
They will play host Western Illi n ois to open the tournament
and then either Southern Illinois
or Northern Illinois the following
day.

Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.

Men's basketball team loses to Evansville at home
By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
The Eastern men's basketball
team returned home Sunday afternoon, losing to Evansville 70-54 in
Lantz Arena.
It is the third-straight loss for
the Panthers, who are now 1-6 on
the season.
The Purple Aces blew the game
open early on, opening the game
on a 32-10 run.
They built this lead with superior three-point shooting, going
8-of-16 from deep in the first balf.
The Panthers were able to cut
tbe deficit to 14 points by halftime, but could not pull closer in
the second half, being outscored
32-30 in the final 20 minutes.
The Panthers shot 38 percent
from the field in the game while
Evansville shot 41. S percent.
The Purple Aces were not n early as efficient from three in the secon d half as they were in the first,
going just 3-of-15, but shot nearly
SO percent on two-point attempts.
Eastern attem pted just IO th ree
pointers in the game, making three

of them.
Eastern also turned it over 16
times while only forcing seven
Evansville turnovers.
Three Eastern players scored
in double figu res, led by forward
Sammy Friday IV with 12 points
and a team-high eight rebounds.
Guards Kejuan Clements and
Kashawn Charles scored 11 and 10
points respectively.
Evansville had four players score
in double figures, led by senior
guard Shamar Givance with 26
points. He also had five assists and
five steals.
Givance shot l 0-of-13 from tbe
field including 3-of-4 from three.
Senior guard Jawaun Newton
had 13 points, 12 rebounds an d
four blocks for the Purple Aces.
Eastern will be back in action
Wednesday when they play Northern Illinois on the road.
T hey will then host North Park
at home on Saturday.

Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.
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Eastern g uard Kejuan Clements {right) guards an opponent in a game against Rockford on Nov. 18 in Lantz Arena.
Clements had 12 points and 7 assists in the game, w hich Eastern won 96-64.

